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the House of Lords here and [he may] announce himself
welcome with all.

I was in hopes to have [wished] you joy of a good prefer-
ment in England and heartily wish it, and pray be not
wanting to yourself at [making] every venture, perhaps
you may not in time have one'so serviceable. I recommend
you, etc.

W. D[UBLIN].

Dr. Swift.

CXXXIX. {Sheridan^

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, March 29, 1712.

MY LORD,

I CANNOT ask pardon for not sooner acknowledging your
Grace's letter,1 because that would look as if I thought mine
were of consequence. Either I grow weary of politics, or am
out of the way of them, or there is less stirring than usual;2
and indeed we are all in suspense at present; but I am told
that in ten or twelve days time, we shall know what the
issue will be at Utrecht. I can only tell your Grace, that
there* are some unlucky circumstanceSj, ...not proper to be
trusted,, to a letter, which have EitJieita r^^Hed*~lBis8*g^eat
work;* miki ludibria rerum mortalium cunctis m liegdtiis
0Tn?ersan$$tr. Meantime we are with great difficulty raising
funds upon which to borrow five millions. One of those
funds is a tax upon paper, and I think thirty per cent, upon
imported books ; and of such a nature as I could not yester-
day forbear saying to my Lord Treasurer and the Chancellor

p. 318.

2  Swift is scarcely ingenuous in suggesting these reasons for his
i silence ; since his last letter to the Archbishop he had published his
; "Advice to the October Club" and " Remarks on the Barrier Treaty71

as well as assisted in drafting the " Representation of the State of the
Nation" in which "all the wrong steps of the Allies and late Ministry
about the War" were set forth (" Prose Works," v, 127, 209; x, 101).

3  The unlucky circumstances seem to have been regpjls that the
Queen's life was in danger and that there would soon be" some turn
in Enlflamcf** which were alleged to have been sent by the Whigs to
Holland and to have caused the Dutch plenipotentiaries to obstruct
the business at the Utrecht congress (" Prose Works/' x, 142).uch to
